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All meeting are held at
Kells—Grennie American Legion Post 316
2750 Amboy Road Staten Island, NY 10306 at 7:30 pm
Chapter Meetings 1st Monday of every month
Board Meetings every 3rd Thursday at 7:30pm

This newsletter is the official publication of
VVA Chapter 421— Staten Island, NY
Comments and contributions are encouraged.
Send contributions to:

VVA Chapter 421
PO Box 100097
Staten Island, NY 10310

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views and opinions of
this organization. Individuals with different viewpoints and opinions are invited to submit them to the Chapter by the deadline
described in the newsletter at the Chapter meetings.

Newsletter Staff
Al Paolucci, Gene DiGiacomo, John Billotti & Joe Skinner

OFFICERS

Names Phone e-Mail

President: Gene DiGiaocomo
Vice President: Danny Ingellis
Treasurer: Al Paolucci
Secretary: Joe Coppolo

Names

Frank Mulholland
Dennis Rosenwald
John Billotti
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Frank Sansone
Joe Skinner

Names & Titles

Chaplain & POW/MIA: Dennis McLoone
Honor Guard Captain: Nicky Castoro
Color Guard:

Frank Sansone

Joe Skinner
Membership: George Sullivan
Ships Stores: Frank Mulholland
Good & Welfare: John Stanley

917-693-7834
718-698-1794
732-580-7977
718-667-3790

BOARD MEMBERS

Phone

718-420-1371
718-761-7655
347-517-8566
#nr7-517-1286

COMMITTEES

Phone

718-698-1976
718-317-6561

718-517-1286
718-420-1371
718-815-1860

digiacomo101@yahoo.com
dannyeyeO46@verizon.net
ajp4d@hotmail.com
drjcjr@aol.com

e-Mail

N/A
denamvet@aol.com
jbequipco@aol.com
gsullyl25@msn.com

e-Mail

maryplamanna@verizon.net
alltheway82abn@aol.com

gsully125@msn.com
N/A
N/A




[CALENDAR OF EVENTS]

February 6 GENERAL MEETING
National President John Rowan will attend
Nomination for April elections will start

February 12 n /KFELXAYQa . NBF1FlLad |
March 5 GENERAL MEETING [Nominations]

March 10 {0 tFONRO1LQa 5@ tI NFYR
March 29 +ASGylrY +SUSNIyQa 51 &

April 2 421 Annual Meeting [Elections]
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Happy New Year everybody, | hope it was a happy and healthy one. As usual a lot is going on so let me get
to it!
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members. We thanked them for coming out with that special gift. On November 9" a whole bunch of us
gSyiG G2 {SylLGa2NI[lyTl +#SGSNIyQa 51 @ NBF 1Tl &aidd
honor us. It is amazing how it is always the same ones, they really show they care. On November 10" we
gSyid G2 GKS {ido ' RIFIfoSNIQa +SGiSNIyQa 51 & &SNIX
showed up. The teachers and parents served us breakfast and then lead us to the gym where they sang
songs and just made us feel great. Right after that we headed to Port Richmond High School where they had
OKSANI Fyydzrf +#SGSNryQa 5F& aASNBAOSP® 2KFG F RI 8
things you are missing a lot. This small little city amazes me with the way they make sure we are not forgot-
ten and also honored.

hy +#+SGSNryQa 58 S RAR GKS b,/ +SGiSNryQa 51 &
time. This past year it was dedicated to Vietham Veterans so you know we had to show up. Our newly
formed Color Guard, thanks to Frank Sansone and Joe Skinner, looked great back in their greens. A special
thanks to Frank and Joe for a great job. After the parade a bunch of us put on sport jackets and attended
the Tunnel to Towers dinner. It is the completion of a great day sponsored by the Siller Foundation to help
returning disabled veterans.

We had our traditional Holiday Party at the December meeting. The meeting was brief and then we all went
downstairs for a good night of food and drink. A lot of wives [I hope they were wives] [just kidding] showed
dzLJ 02 FRR G2 (KS 22@&2dza yAIKGP ' o6A3 GKFIYy]l @20
work efforts it would not have been possible.

For our February meeting National President John Rowan will be with us; when | with him back in Septem-
""" YR ¢SQNB
word!

Our Veterans Helping Veterans Program is still working; this year because of finances and the economic
slowdown we had to alter some of our donations. The Board of Directors has recommended that we keep
our efforts here at homet this was presented at the January meeting and the membership agreed. So for
the time being out VHV Program will be there for Sl Project Homefront and The Brendan Morocco Fund.

We are starting nominations for the executive board and four board members. Nominations will be for the
YSEG GKNBS Y2yiK&a 6AGK St SOGAz2zya |G 2dzNJ ! LINA €
sages, they are very important and you need to be aware of all that is going on.

Your Brother
Gene
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| sure hope everyone and their families had a great holiday, and of course a happy & healthy new year!
We in our family feel truly blessed this Christmas with our two grandchildren, Jack 3% years and Dakota
19 months. Watching them open their presents from Santa was all the more enjoyable. We brought in
the New Year with loads of fun in the company of family and friends.

| am sure everyone has had plenty of dreams in their lifetime. When | first joined the Chapter Honor
Guard and while standing performing at our Remembrance Day Ceremony | began dreaming of how it
g2dzZA R 221 KFE@Ay3 LIK20G2a 2y RAaLIXle G2 32 Fflzy3 &
mate sacrifice in Vietnam. | began to make my dream come true almost immediately by reaching out to
some of the families that were present at the ceremony and also some of the chapter members,
namely Lester and Sully. | then contacted the various high schools where these boys attended, their
response was slow but they eventually came through and presented me with a large amount of pho-
tos. As of this past year (2011) at our Remembrance Day Ceremony we had on display over fifty pho-
G2ad L O2YYSYGSR G 2yS 2F 2dzNJ / KFLIWGSNJ YSSi|lAy3a
AlQa GKS flad GKAy3d L R2d 2Sff gA0GK (GKS KSfLp 2F D
vance contacted me; she interviewed me for an article concerning twenty one photos which we still
needed to complete my dream. Soon after she wrote her splendid article | began receiving calls from
many of our brothers relatives and friends. Much to my surprise | have received twelve photos of the
21 names of our brothers who were in the article. Within the next few weeks Stephanie will write an-
other article seeking the nine brothers whose pictures are still missing.

In closing, | want to thank everyone who has assisted me in trying to fulfill my dream T and | might
addmydreamwillO2 YS G NHzST y20 F2NJ YS o6dzi F2NJ KS dayhé o
RSASNBS y2 tSaad LT &2dz FGGdSYyR GKAA &SI NRa wWSYSyYo
enty photos. More importantly you will witness the faces of their living relatives as they view them;
that will make you truly realize that our chapter has never and will never forget our fallen brothers. |
Ffa2 KSFENR FTNRY | D2fR {GFNJ a20KSNE [ 2NBdaGr |/ 2t @A
South Carolina with her second husband WWII Veteran Jerry Colvil. We had a great conversation and
discovered Frank Bush has two step-brothers living on Staten Island and another residing in New Jer-
sey. | have corresponded with Bruce Colvil via email and was told that he and his brothers will attend
this years Remembrance Day Ceremony. Remember friends T never stop dreaming, because they do
come true!

Hoorah & Stay Safe
Danny Ingellis




[REPORT FROM THE HONOR GUARD]

Brothers and Sisters,

The Honor Guard is pleased to announce that the DVD documentary of our annual Day Of Remem-
brance Ceremony is complete and ready for distribution. Lake Films in association with Kins Produc-
tions has done a first rate job and we are extremely happy with the final product. Once again we have
to thank Jim Harkins, Lance J. Reha and Tom Bragg for their efforts and dedication to this project.

¢tKS FAfY ONBg KIFa (AGft SR GKS FTAfY d4al hbhw ¢

The film is packaged in a beautiful two disc box set. The front and back covers look just like a DVD of a
commercial movie that you would purchase with photos and text that describe the contents. Two discs
$SNBE NBIljdZANBR 0SOlFdzaS GKSe TFAf{YSR a2 YdzOK

how the ceremony is planned, practice sessions, and then the entire ceremony from start to finish. The

4802yR RAAO KI& TF2dNJ aLISOALE FSI GdzNB &83Y8
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with the families are very touching and emotional and give us some insight as to how much this event
YSFEya (G2 GKSY® ¢KS aS3IyYSyid 2y aNXP» . NRoyQa
Star Parent and neither does his patriotism. This is even more poignant as Mr. Brown has just recently
LI a3aSR ¢gléd da!o2dzi GKS / KFLWGSNE RSAONROGSaA
with including the monuments at the schools, the Vietham Experience school lectures, the Golf Outing,
and various other Veteran and community issues.

Our original intent for this project was to have a permanent record of this event to present to the
Families of the 84 T we now have that and so much moreWe have something that shows we will
never let our 84 be forgotten; our dedication represents that all Veterans from all generations must
not be forgotten. We believe we have an educational tool here that clearly illustrates the feelings of
loss, honor, pride, patriotism and remembrance. We are going to give each family that we have contact
with one copy at no cost, they can purchase additional copies if they wish. Copies are also available to
all Chapter members and anyone else for the very reasonable price of $20.00. This is not a fund raiser
and the Chapter probably will not make any money considering the amount of copies we will be giving
away. The price we are selling them for is very low and not intended to generate a profit. It is more
important to us to have as many people see this as possible than to make money from it. | have already
collected money for 38 copies and have received requests for six more. If you are interested in pur-
chasing copies, feel free to email me at alltheway82abn@aol.com or call me at 646-675-4821. | will
also take orders and payment at the next Chapter meeting. This has been a very rewarding experience
for our Chapter and the Honor Guard is proud to have been a part of it.

ALL THE WAY!
Nicky Castoro, Captain
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General Vo Nguyen Giap
Leader of the North Vietnam Military

The following quote is from his memoirs found at the Vietnam
Memorial in Hanoi:

G2 KFEG ¢S adAtt R2y QG dzyRSNEGIFYR Aa
in Hanoi. You had us on the ropes. If you had pressed us a little harder, just a

day or two, we were ready to surrender!

It was the same at the battles of TET. You defeated us! We knew it, and we
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helping us. They were causing more disruption in America than we could on
the battlefields. We were ready to surrender. You had won.€
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it was lost at home.




DO YOU REMEMBER ME?

By David C. Graham

-

Hello! Remember me? Some people call me Old Glory, others call me the Star Spangled Banner, but what-
ever you call me, I am your flag, the flag of the United States of America. Something has been bothering me,
so | thought | might talk it over with you T because it is about you and me.

| remember some time ago, people would line up on both sides of the street to watch the parade, and natu-
rally | was leading everyone, proudly waving in the breeze. When your daddy saw me coming, he immedi-
ately removed his hate and placed against his left shoulder so that his hand was directly over his heart T
remember?

l'YR @2dzZ L NBYSYOSNE ¢6SNB adlyRAy3a GKSNBZ aidN
the right salute. Remember your little sister? Not to be undone, she was saluting the same as you with her
right hand over her heart T remember?

2 KFd KFLLWSYSRK LQY adgAaftf G4KS ary$S 2fR FflF3d hK
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feel. When | come down the street, you just stand there with your hand in your pockets. You may give me a
avyrftt At yO0SzT IyR GKSy 221 lglégd L aSS OKAf RN
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off their hat he quickly put his on again.

Is it a sin to be patriotic today? Have you forgetting what | stand for, and where | have been? Anzio, Guadal-
canal, Korea, Vietnam, Panama, Grenada, Somalia, Haiti, Persian Gulf, Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan. Take a
look at the memorial honor rolls, and see the name of those patriotic Americans who gave their lives to
keep this Republic free. When you salute me you are actually saluting them.
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